A foljon uesns appdaag

"9o13004d Aupunslan b pup sebpipb ‘|jiw Buuuids ‘jood
BulwwiIms pa1oay b spy os|o apIsIsap) @yl 'sdund |any
pup o140 1sod ‘doys o 8ADY DBID BY3 Ul SBBD|[IA1SO|A|

‘DU O0D|oM SADM|D 2D

SI0}ISIA BI9YM SOOUDP PUD S}I8DU0D dpn|dul sBullayinhb
Ajunuwwod asay} ‘(PUb[3dYS Ul MOYS |pIN}NDLIBD Buluuni
-1596U0| 8Y}) MOYS S||OAA 843} pup s|pli] Bopdeayg

PSS ©Y3 317 J0PUS|DD [DIDOS B} Ul S}USAS Jofowl

210 P|9YS PUD Y ‘S||OAA 30 SP3I0BSI [oNUUD 8y |

"ajdoad |p20| }99W 0} 2UDYD D PUD
S140JD ‘BUDg-2WOY SN|DA d41418} - SPa} ADPUNS J8JO
SPISISOAA BY1 UO S||oY 8BD||IA [DIBASS Jawuins ay3 bulung

sjuaAe AJlunwwo))
puppIays /(6

9) Shetland

A Culswick Broch David Gifford

A Orchids David Gifford

A Golden Plover | Water Lily David Gifford

A Stanydale Temple David Gifford
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Useful information

Bus services
See the West Mainland timetable on the ZetTrans website
zettrans.org.uk

Ferry booking offices
Papa Stour | +44 (0)1595 745804
Foula | +44 (0)7881827636

Public toilets
Bixter | Skeld | West Burrafirth | Walls | Sandness

Post offices

Bixter | Aith | Reawick | Walls
Shops

Bixter | Aith | Walls

Fuel

Bixter | Aith | Walls

Leisure centre and swimming pools
West Mainland Leisure Centre | +44 (0)1595 809352
Walls | +44 (0)1595 807713

Health centres
Bixter | +44 (0)1595 810202
Walls | +44 (0)1595 809352

Police 101

2024 | Disclaimer
All details believed to be accurate at the time of going to print.
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Shetland

Islands of Opportunity

Westside

The sunny side
of Shetland



9) Shetland

A Burn of Lunklet VisitScotland / Paul Tomkins

Bixter to Aith

Galtafirth is one of Shetland's most sheltered voes and

a winter favourite with birdwatchers - particularly for sea
ducks, divers, grebes and waders. Seals often haul out along
the shoreline of Bixter and Effirth Voes. The village of Bixter
has a shop and a children's play park nearby. Here the road
branches north to Aith - a large township in a scenic setting.
Aith has a shop, leisure centre, the Westside's secondary
school, a charity shop and a fine marina.

Take time to stop at Michaelswood, a small woodland with
a picnic area, wildlife pond and bird hide. Just north of Aith
is the hamlet of East Burrafirth, where a path leads up the
Burn of Lunklet to a waterfall and on to some exhilarating
hill walking with wonderful views of the Westside's lochs,
hills, islands and voes. There are toilets and a shop at both
the Aith and Voe ends of the road and a popular cake
fridge nearby too.

Driving north along the west side of Aith Voe you come to
Vementry House and a view of the uninhabited island of
Vementry. The isle has ruins of ancient homesteads and
burial cairns and, on the west side, derelict Royal Navy
gun emplacements from the First World War.

An interesting walk leads from Vementry House to Clousta
and Noonsbrough. This was once a quiet backwater but
now the sound and voes are busy with workboats and fish
farms - a major source of jobs for local people. The road
leads from Clousta back to Bixter through the crofting
township of Twatt. The place name is Old Norse and
means “the clearing in the trees”- a reminder that, more
than 1,000 years ago, scrub woodland covered most
lower-lying parts of the islands.

Sand to West Burrafirth

The road junction at Park Hall, just west of Bixter, leads

to another delightful corner of the Westside. Legend says
sailors from the Spanish Armada built part of St Mary's, the
pre-Reformation chapel, just above the beach at Sand, in
thanks for deliverance from shipwreck on the off lying Kirk
Holm. Only the chancel arch survives. The Haa of Sand is

a fine example of a Shetland laird's house, reputedly built
of stones from Scalloway Castle. Da Gairdins in

Sand offer the rare opportunity to enjoy woodland walks

in Shetland and has picnic benches and wildlife ponds.

On the other side of Garderhouse Voe, Reawick has a
perfect beach of pink sand. Over the hill in Skeld there is
a public hall, campsite, caravan park, marina and bird hide.

A couple of miles beyond Skeld are two of the most
exquisite bays in Shetland: Westerwick and Culswick,
each a narrow green valley ending in a pebble beach
fringed by sea stacks, cliffs and caves. A track beside the
Culswick chapel leads to the remains of Culswick Broch,
high on a hill overlooking the entrance to Gruting Voe
and Vaila Sound.

From Skeld, the road to Bridge of Walls (Brig o' Waas)
passes the tranquil inlets of Gruting Voe, Selivoe, Scutta
Voe and the Voe of Browland. Remains of prehistoric
settlements are scattered among modernised croft houses.
In early summer the roadside verges display an amazing
variety of wild flowers.

Just north of Scutta Voe lies the extraordinary Stanydale
Temple, reached by the side road from the A971 at Hulma
Water. The heel-shaped ruins are thought to be almost
4,000 years old. Surrounded by the remains of field walls
and several oval-shaped houses, this is the largest Stone
Age structure in Shetland.

€ Reawick Beach VisitScotland / Paul Tomkins
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Map of the Westside

The village of Walls makes a good base for
exploring the Westside. Sheltered by its islands,
Vaila Sound offers safe summer anchorages and
a ferry service to the island of Foula. There is also
a shop, post office and a cheerful boating club
which welcomes visitors.

Westerwick W
David Gifford

M Jamieson's Knitwear, Sandness Promote Shetland / Euan Myles

The ferry to the island of Papa Stour leaves from the snug
fishing harbour of West Burrafirth, set in a landscape

of tiny lochs and hummocky hills. A side road to the
hamlet of Brindister is the start of a grand walk k4
around the rocky headland of the Neeans.

Folklore says a cave here was the hideout of

Da Tief o da Neean - a notorious sheep thief

who ended his days in a Scalloway prison cell.

Woalls and Sandness

From the Bridge of Walls, the road passes
the prehistoric site of Brouster, and winds
through the hills to Sandness, a crofting
township in a spectacular setting
overlooking Papa Stour.

Sandness has a spinning mill, Jamieson’s,
and you can visit their shop in Lerwick.
The district's many archaeological

remains include watermills at Huxter
and several burial cairns and brochs.

Sandness Hill and the coastal walk
beyond Huxter have breathtaking
views of the westernmost point

of the Shetland mainland. The
dramatic silhouette of the island

of Foula sits out on the Atlantic
horizon, while a maze of spectacular coves
and sea stacks skirts the beautiful Bay of
Deepdale. There is more good walking south
to Watsness, Footabrough and Littlure.




